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Weddings at Kirkandrews Kirk 

 

www.kirkandrews.org.uk   
(for more information including contact details). 

 

Introduction 

We’re delighted that you’re considering Kirkandrews Kirk as your wedding venue. One 
glance at the building – both outside and in – tells you it’s a unique setting that will not only 
enhance the experience of your special day, but also enrich the lasting memory of the 
occasion as a whole. 
 

The relative small size of the venue adds to the sense of intimacy for what is indeed an 
intimate and memorable occasion. 
 
Built in 1906 as a kirk for use by the residents of Kirkandrews hamlet to replace a corrugated 
iron building used previously for worship on the site, the kirk is a ‘non-denominational’ 
building – and has not actually been consecrated for use as a church. 
 
 

1: Kirk viewings 

The kirk is run on a day-to-day basis by a group of trustees, any one of whom will be 
delighted to show you the facility to help you make your choice. The Secretary of the trustees, 
currently Howard McLean, can be contacted via the kirk website, as above. He will be 
delighted to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet with you and talk through any initial 
queries you are bound to have. Additionally, one of our kirk ‘Friends’, Mrs Angela Paul, 
maintains the diary and normally deals with a variety of kirk wedding details. She usually helps 
with any ‘finer aspects’ of your arrangements, helping out on the day itself. 
 
 

2: Booking 
 

http://www.kirkandrews.org.uk/
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Bookings, subject to availability, can usually be made through the particular trustee 
with whom you made initial contact. 
 
 

3: Ministers 

As mentioned in the introduction above, the non-denominational nature of the 

building means it does not fall under the remit of any one particular church or minister (hence 

the variety of ministers offering the summer Sunday services throughout July and August each 

year). However, for practical purposes, the kirk falls under the umbrella of the Church of 

Scotland, and the minister of Gatehouse & Borgue, linked with Twynholm and Tarff – 

currently Rev. Val Ott – hosts the majority of kirk services, including weddings. 

However, it should be stressed that you are free to make whatever arrangements with your 
preferred minister as you choose.  Obviously, the date and time of any wedding is largely 
dictated by the availability of the preferred minister, and we are happy to accommodate your 
arrangements accordingly. 
 

(Some contacts): 
 

Church of Scotland:  Rev Val Ott:    Tel: 01557 814233 
Episcopal Church:  Rt Rev Gordon Mursell: Tel: 01557 870307 
 
 

4: Accommodation (Guests): 
 

In practice, the kirk accommodates 
a maximum of 48, so is only really suited 
to smaller groups. We are happy to re-
arrange seating in the building to suit your 
requirements. For example, if you have 
fewer than 48 guests, we can, if required, 
remove surplus chairs to allow you more 
room and greater flexibility with seating. 
 
We are happy to also re-arrange or 
remove any of the moveable internal 
fittings to meet your requirements. 
 
 

5: Music: 
 

The kirk possesses an electronic keyboard for which you would need to provide your 
own ‘musician’ if music is required at your wedding. Please feel free, however, to provide 
your own musical instrument/s if preferred. In such instances, we will remove the kirk’s 
keyboard for your wedding (due to the pressure on space). 
 
 



3 
 

6: Lighting / log fire: 
 

Two particular aspects of the kirk that are very popular with wedding planners, are 
the availability of the log fire and illumination by candles. Even in the daytime these features 
add significantly to the atmosphere of the setting and are frequently requested for services – 
and which we are happy to provide. Accordingly, if you require, we will light the log fire in 
good time for your service and provide a stock of wood for you to keep the fire going. We will 
also light all internal candles in time for (just prior to) your special occasion. 
 
 

7: Disabled access to the building: 
 

Regretfully, access to the building is difficult for 
people with limited mobility. A steep set of irregular stone 
steps leading up to the entrance is not suitable for 
wheelchair users or anyone infirm. We are actively raising 
funds to try to remedy this feature, but this is not likely to 
be resolved in the near future. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
8: Toilet facilities: 
 
  During the summer months (usually from Easter to mid-September), we obtain use of 
a ‘Portaloo’ which is situated opposite the kirk. Regretfully, toilet facilities are not normally 
available outside these times.  
 
 

9: Parking: 
 

Parking is restricted to three 
small areas:  

• one small (3 vehicle) space 
opposite the kirk in front of the 
wooden picket fence (right);  
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• a second (2 vehicle) space on the grass 
verge directly opposite the kirk 
lychgate (right) – but which is probably 
best left clear for the arrival and 
departure of the bridal vehicles – and; 

• a third space which is a ‘lay-by’ passing 
place on the left of the lane on the 
approach to the kirk (below). 

 
Clearly, therefore, parking is limited, and it is 
best to acquaint your guests of this 
beforehand. 
 

 

10: Cost:  
 

Kirkandrews Kirk Trust is a registered charity (No. SC 027744) Accordingly, for 
provision of the kirk facilities, as above, we ask only for a donation to our funds. Our treasurer 
(currently Dr Judith Simpson) will be pleased to receive a cheque, payable to ‘Kirkandrews 
Kirk Trust’, at her address: ’Milnecroft’, Kirkandrews, Borgue, Kirkcudbright. DG6 
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11: Flowers: 
 

Please feel free to arrange floral 
displays in the kirk as you wish. Previous 
weddings have included displays on the 
walls, on the seats and free-standing 
displays, inside and outside. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
12: Nearer the date of your wedding: 
 

Nearer the time, as your arrangements proceed, please let your ‘kirk contact’ know:  
 

• Your requirements for access to the kirk prior to the actual day (rehearsals etc);  

• The time of your wedding service; 

• The name of the minister officiating; 

• Whether or not you require candle lighting / the log fire; 

• Your requirements, if any, for music. 
 
 

13: And finally . . .  

 
If holding your wedding late afternoon or evening, and the time of year means natural light is 

limited, please remember that there is no street lighting at Kirkandrews, and while there is a 

good porch light, you might need to consider taking torches or having some sort of battery 

powered lighting to guide your guests up and down the Kirk steps and to their car 

 

Your wedding will be a wonderful and memorable occasion.  It is our desire and hope that the 

venue you have chosen contributes in no small part to the happiness and success of your day. 
 

 

 

 

 HTMcL 

February 2017 


